Transfer of Private Drains and sewers

Regulated sewerage companies automatically adopted all private sewers and lateral drains on 1 October 2011.
What is a private sewer and lateral drain?

Drains – take foul sewage (waste from toilets, bathrooms and kitchens) and surface water (rain water) away from individual properties and lie within the boundary of the property they serve.

Lateral drains – these are drains which serve an individual property and lie outside of the property’s boundary.

Sewers – are the pipes that take foul sewage and surface water away from more than one property.




What does this mean for me?

Under the old rules if there was a blockage or damage to the pipes between your home and the public sewer the cost for repairs would fall on all the homeowners whose properties were up the pipe from the damage. This meant that you could have been liable for costs to repair a drain even if the damaged piece of pipe was wholly under a neighbour’s property.

From the 1 October 2011 once your drain leaves your property, or joins with another’s drain or sewer it becomes the responsibility of the Regulated sewerage company, for example Severn Trent. This means if any damage or blockage affects the pipes it is their responsibility to fix it, and their burden to pay the cost. This should mean the end to disputes with neighbours as to the proper proportion of costs to be paid in the event to damage to a shared pipe. However, with the regulated sewerage company’s liability for fixing drains increasing drastically this may mean a knock on affect for bills.

If you have any questions or queries as to how this may affect you and your property, please feel free to contact me.
